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Notes on the South Park Ceramics 

by 
James Murphy 
Cleveland, Ohio 
The South Park site lies on a high promon­
tory on west the Cuyahoga River 
immediately behind Haydite light-weight 
aggregate plant at I ndependence, Cuyahoga 
County, Ohio. Unaccountably, the site was 
overlooked by Whittlesey (1811) in his 
pioneer study of Cuyahoga Valley hilltop 
Scientific excavation of a small part of 
the site occurred in with appearance of 
Emerson Greenman's site report in 1931. 
During the summer of 1968, I conducted 
excavations at the South Park site for the 
Cleveland Natural Museum. Field 
notes and material were turned 
over to Museum, but are now unavailable 
for study. Partial analysis of recovered 
material was completed before leaving the 
Museum, however, and results will be 
presented in this and other articles. The is 
currently destroyed by quarrying opera­
tions should be completely gone within a 
year or two. 
Excavation was confined to ten 10 X 
10-foot units along a ridge trending only a 
few degrees east of north at the eastern edge 
the bluff. few burials known from the 
were confined to this gravely ridge so 
work was concentrated in the same general 
area in hopes of locating material, 
though surface indications suggested that 
central part of the site was much richer in 
artifactual material. However, only one adult 
burial in a pit was encountered during 
the 1968 excavation. 
storage or refuse were ex­
cavated, ranging from 1 % to 3 feet in dia­
meter and from 1 to over 4 feet in depth. All 
were cylindrical and contained varying a­
mounts of and refuse, flint debit-
age, and artifact Pit 11 contained 
approximately 300 carbonized ears of corn 
which have been analyzed by Hugh Cutler and 
Leonard Blake (1911). 
In unit 0-4 was a unique "urn 
bones a human were found in a 
small buried upside down immediately 
beneath the surface. The bottom the vessel 
had removed, presumably by plowing. 
The jar, about 5 inches in diameter, had four 
angular castellations and a crudely trailed zig­
zag around 
No stratigraphy existed in the units ex­
in 1968. The plow zone yielded re­
latively little material and features were us­
ually discernible within 3 inches of the sur­
face. Nonetheless, material recovered 
leaves little doubt the site is multicom-
Ceramic from individual re-
pits were remarkably it is 
that considerable amounts of earlier 
material were accidentally thrown into re­
latively refuse pits. This idea is at least 
partially confirmed by the radiocarbon date 
of 300 ± 100 radiocarbon years: A.D. 1650 
(M-2211), available from Pit 1. pit con-
not only Whittlesey 
illustrated in 1 but also sherds of 
Reeve Horizontal, a type believed to some­
what earlier. 
On the basis of ceramic assemblages from 
the Whittlesey of Cuyahoga and 
and from New 
York, Michigan, and it seems 
that at least four distinct components 
are represented at South Park (Table I). 
The rare dentate and tool rim 
sherds from South bear a remarkable re-
to Meyer Branch ceramics 
from Ontario. Two motifs in particular, il­
lustrated by Wright (1966: PI. 10) from the 
Goessens, Stafford, and Woodsmen sites, are 
nearly identical with South Park One 
motif consists of diagonal of short 
oblique linear the of several 
horizontal rows short oblique linear 
or tool impressions. latter resembles 
some of the type Mixter Tool 
Impressed (Shane 1961: 156-58). Mixter Tool 
Impressed is definitely known from an early 
Late Woodland component on east side 
Cuyahoga River at the Farm 
is abundant at Ubben site, 
County Prufer, Shane, personal 
communication) . 
simple stamped vessel illustrated in 
Figure 1 and an unfigured sherd bear a ver­
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pattern that may be related to 
from southern Michigan. How­
ever, simple stamping seems to be rare in 
Woodland of TheStafford site, 

yielded stamped vessels with 

"''''''''''''0 rims similar to the South Park speci 

scanty though it is, 

an Early Late Woodland 

""..........,."...on"t at South Park, dating around A.D. 

1100-1200, contemporaneous with Fitting's 

YoungeTradition and Wright's "Early Ontario 

II 
are rim sherd types which, al­
though rare at South Park, indicate a relation
ship with Lake County "Whittlesey" sites 
such as Reeve and Fairport Harbor. These 
are Reeve Horizontal, Reeve Filleted, 
and r k e r Festooned, bel ieved to date 
around 1300-1400. Parker Festooned, 
originally described from the Parker Earth
works, Ontario, occurs at a Michigan site 
iocarbon dated at A.D. 1320 ± 100 
1966:738). The types seem to 
to Neutral-Erie ceramic 
Ontario (MacNeish 1952; 
notably Horizontal. 
White (1961) found similar material in 
western New York (Kienuka, Oakfield sites). 
The dearth sherds on Ohio sites away 
from shore is sign if-
that the Reeve rim 
r .......... ".'nn-t".-; a phase considerably 
A.D. 1300) than the typical 
Whittlesey Tuttle Hill Notched, and I 
still do, but the possibility that they may re­
n ..",.,...,t a distinct at least partly con
temporaneous with the Cuyahoga Valley 
cannot be dismissed. One 
slight piece of independent evidence for the 
site comes from examination 
by Cutler and Blake (1971), 
pre-1300 date 	for Reeve and a 
for the major occupation at 
South 
Diagonally-incised sherds representative of 
Reeve or Incised are as rare at South 
Park as and Reeve Filleted. 
such incised rims at the 
east Painesville (38.3%) sug­
gests a with western Pennsylvanian 
sites such as Wilson and McFate. These 
which uncomfort-
Complex, 
and Reeve 
one hand and the fil-
Hill Notched and Fairport Fil­
On the basis of a few rare 
untyped sherds at the Lyman site, sherds 
which have been duplicated at South Park 
( 1-D) it is bel ieved that the major 
Lyman ' is a "Monongahela Com
plex" with the 
component at South 
Park. These occupations are guess-dated as 
post-1400, comparable to the Lawson site in 
Ontario for which Wright has suggested an 
A.D. 1 Significantly, an unquestion­
able sherd Opposed has been 
found at (Dennis Dodd col
lection). 
type at South Park 
is Tuttle Hill Notched characterized by a nar
row but distinct collar which is notched along 
frequent notchi ng a
occur on cordmarked, 
VR~'iHIS with 
signi 
example, is 
The large shell 
subconoidal 
like some 
Phase pots, though 
of Fort Ancient. 
recovered 
not be 
more closely r",,""'I'Y> ...1 
leted, which is believed 
most of the other 
The Tuttle Hill 1\1 .... 4t... '·....-; 
of Madisonville and 
lieved to represent the occupation at 
South Park, that responsible for the bulk of 
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the pits excavated 1968 crew. 
The occupation dates perhaps well into the 
late 1500's to become terminal Whittlesey. 
Although no have been found at 
Park, it is believed that the may 
have occupied as as 1600. 
To conclude, it may noted that the bulk 
of later Whittlesey ceramics display affinities 
with Fort Ancient as well as with Ontario or 
New York The only distinctively 
lroquoian seems to be the nr£""""""", 
low angular on many of 
vessels. Too much can made of the pre­
sence of multiple horizontal incising, which 
occurs in the early Fort Ancient Baum Phase at 
Blain valley, and the notched added rimstrip. 
Every horizontally incised sherd not re­
present "Ontario Horizontal." And no 
student than Boas (1927: 139) has 
that filleted rim is of very 
occurrence. Not to range too afield, it may 
be found in Tennessee, at Fox Farm and lar­
,kin, Fort Ancient components in Kentucky, 
as well as in Ohio Fort Ancient components. 
Of course it is also possible to 
Mississippian elements of late Whittlesey 
ceramics. I certainly would not include the 
Whittlesey within Fort Ancient 
Tradition, though this has been 
made to me. I t seems better to 
late Prehistoric of the Cuyahoga 
Valley and the lake Shore as representative 
of a distinct, as yet unnamed, tradition of 
wh ich only the relatively Whittlesey 
Phase is as at all well known. 
Paradoxically, the four components dis­
tinquished at South Park, it is the earliest and 
represented that is the most firmly es­
tablished. The Glen Meyer-like ceramics are so 
distinctive as to permit little doubt about 
their identity and relationships. The Reeve 
pottery and McFate Incised are distinct­
ive enough as types, but their relationships to 
ceramics of areas must remain hypo­
thetical until more becomes available. 
Nor are the spatial and temporal dimensions 
of the component at site - that 
marked by Hill Notched as well un­
derstood. Tuttle Hill Notched may have cav­
a rather time span from 1300 to 
near 1600; if so, the internal variation upon 
which further subdivisions may be based is 
not known, nor will it be known 
until considerably more excavation work is 
performed at Park and at numerous 
"Whittlesey Focus" sites. 
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Table I: 

South Park Ceramics 

Surface 2 3 4 5 7 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Body sherds 
Grit-tempered 
cordmarked 669 166 52 13 16 22 12 80 2 29 65 2 2 
simple stamped 63 30 2 19 3 8 3 11 14 
smoothed 124 33 5 3 3 3 2 7 
Shell-tempered 
cordmarked 119 34 12 15 20 11 5 4 12 15 
simple stamped 38 2 3 2 7 4 4 
smoothed 20 3 3 2 
Tuttle Hill Notched 
Grit-tempered 
notched lip 3 3 2 
plain lip 13 2 3 5 
lip not preserved 2 2 
Shell-tempered 
notched lip 1 1 2 
plain lip 2 2 
Reeve Filleted 
Grit-tempered 4 
Reeve Horizontal 
Grit-tempered 4 2 
McFate Incised 
Grit-tempered 
cordmarked lip 2 
incised lip 2 
Cordmarked rims 
Grit-tempered 
incised lip 4 
plain lip 2 
Shell-tempered 
plain lip 2 
Smoothed rims 
Grit-tempered 
notched or incised lip 5 2 
plain lip 2 
Shell-tempered 
notched or incised lip 
plain lip 
Mixter Tool Impressed 
Grit-tempered 5 2 
Misc. "stab and drag" 
Grit-tempered 2 2 
Shell-tempered 
Misc. dentate rims 
Grit-tempered 3 
Shell-tempered 2 
Obliquely dentate rims 
Grit-tempered 
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